Leader’s
Guide

6 What’s This Say about God & Us?
 I wonder why this story is important?
 I wonder what we can learn from this story?
 I wonder, is it okay to cry and be sad? How can crying help us?
 I wonder how we act when we have faith in Jesus?

John 11:1-45
The Raising of Lazarus
Week 5

7 Exploration Stations
 Introduce the Exploration Stations you’ll be doing. Review your rules for the Ex-

ploration Stations (quiet voices, share items, etc.).
 Watch It Grow Station: Help kids plant grass seeds in a cup to take home. Talk
about how these seeds look dead right now but will grow into new life soon!
Talk about how faith in Jesus can bring new life to each of us!
 Let’s See! Story Station: Re-create the story with the Story Cards.
 Picture the Story Station: Color the picture on your Discovery Guide.
 Sculpt the Story Station: Use Play-Doh to make something from the story.
 Build the Story Station: Use the blocks to build something from the story.
 Invite kids to choose which station they go to. Kids can stay at one or visit multiple stations.
 As kids play, visit each station and ask questions about their play and how it relates to the story.
 Allow 15-20 minutes to explore. Announce when it’s almost time to stop. Bring
kids back to the gathering area before cleaning up.

8 Share Your Discovery
 Invite kids to share what they discovered about the Bible story. Share what you

discovered as you interacted with the kids.
 Remind kids to use their Discovery Guide to keep exploring at home. Pray as a
group, thanking God for leading their discoveries.
 Use a Eureka! Jr. Stamp to stamp each kid’s Discovery Guide to show that they
completed today’s expedition.
 Play Tidy-Up Song from the Eureka! Jr. DVD or CD as the kids clean up the room.

9 Goodbye Blessing
 Using the other Eureka! Jr. Stamp, stamp each

child’s hand as you share the following blessing with
each one.
 Believe in Jesus! Have faith and trust in Him!
God loves you. He will always be with you, now
and forever!
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You’re about to explore the impossible! Jesus brought
Lazarus back to life.
Only God can do
these great things!
Jesus is God! Follow
your kid’s curiosity
as they discover this
good news!
So, choose your Exploration Stations,
practice the story,
gather supplies, and
set up your classroom. It’s time to go
exploring!
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Before You Explore
The Basic Supplies

 Discovery Guide for each kiddo
 Story Cards
 Eureka! Jr. Stamps
 Eureka! DVD or CD
 DVD or CD player

Exploration Station Supplies

 Watch It Grow

 Cups, dirt, grass seeds, water, spoons/

trowels
Let’s
See! Story

 Story Cards, 17-24
 Picture the Story
 Discovery Guides and crayons
 Sculpt the Story
 Play-Doh
 Build the Story
 Blocks or building bricks
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Here We Go!
 Hide the Kai and Scout cards (#49-52) from the Story Card deck. Have kids try to

find the cards when they arrive.
 Play The Come Along Song from the Eureka! Jr. DVD or CD. Invite kids to come to
your gathering spot (at a table, on the floor, etc.).

2 What’s That Word?
 Show the Bible picture from page 1 of this lesson. Invite kids to find the hidden word
in the picture. Say faith out loud as a class. (Option: Pass out the Discovery Guides
(DG) now and let kids find the hidden word in the picture on their own DG.)
 Chat about the word. Does anyone know what faith means?
 Faith is knowing God’s words are true and trusting in His promises.
 Faith is also action. We live out our faith by living like Jesus.
 Sometimes faith requires us to believe even if we can’t see or understand why
something happens.
 When we explore our story later today, listen for the word faith.

3 Remember Verse
 Invite everyone to stand up. Play the Remember

Verse Video for Psalm 95:3-4 on the Eureka! Jr.
DVD. (Find descriptions of the motions on
FoundryLeader.com.)
 Ask for volunteers to say the verse from memory.
 “For the Lord is the great God, the great King
above all gods. In his hand are the depths of the
earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him.”
Psalm 95:3-4 (NIV)

4 Happy & Sad

Explore the Story
Let’s See! Bible Story

= Place a card
= Remove a card
= Move a card

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were friends of Jesus.
One day Mary and Martha’s brother, Lazarus became really sick. Mary and Martha knew that Jesus
could help, so they sent a message to Him to come as soon as possible.
Jesus and His disciples were in a different town when they reInstead of leaving Jesus decided to wait.
ceived this urgent note.
Hmmm . . . that seems odd. I wonder why Jesus did not go? Jesus
He wanted to help, but He also wantloved Lazarus and his sisters.
ed to teach others about God’s love. He wanted to wait until the right
moment so that God’s glory would be shown.
After two days of waiting it was time to go to Bethany to wake Lazarus
from his sleep. The disciples knew that when someone was sick it was
important to let them sleep so that they could get better. Jesus smiled.
He said, “Dear friends, Lazarus is not sleeping, he’s dead.” I wonder if
the disciples were surprised?
His
When Jesus arrived, Lazarus’s funeral had already taken place.
body had been wrapped and placed in a tomb. Martha ran out to meet
She was sad and crying.
She knew Jesus could have healed
Jesus.
her brother. Jesus told Martha that Lazarus would rise again. Martha
nodded but she didn’t understand. Jesus told Martha the most incredible promise. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life, whoever
believes in me will never die.” Martha loved and believed Jesus. I wonder if this made Martha feel better?
Jesus then sent for Mary. She ran out of her house and fell at Jesus’s
She was crying because she missed her brother and she knew
feet.
Jesus could have healed him. Jesus loved Mary. He understood her
Jesus also began to cry.
pain and suffering.

 Invite kids to share something happy and not-so-happy that happened this past
week. Pray together.

5 Explore the Story
 Invite kids to prepare themselves to listen to this week’s passage. Gather them to a

place where they can all see the spot where you will be laying out the cards.
 Play the Let’s See! Bible Story audio from the Eureka! Jr. DVD or CD while you set
out the cards, as directed in the pictures on page 3.
 Option: Read (or have another adult read) the Let’s See! Bible Story script on page
3 and place the cards out as directed in the pictures.

2

Jesus went to the tomb. He asked for the stone to be rolled
away but Martha tried to stop Him. I wonder why Martha did that?
Martha knew that Lazarus’s body had been in there for four days. That
tomb would have been stinky. Jesus looked at Martha and asked again,
“Do you have faith in me?” Martha shook her head yes.
Jesus prayed to God. He thanked His Father for hearing His prayers.
Jesus asked God to use this moment to help others believe and have
faith in Him. After praying, Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” I wonAll of a sudden Lazarus came walking
der what will happen next?
out of the tomb! He was not dead but alive! Jesus had performed another miracle to prove that He was God’s Son. God had sent Jesus to
help and heal people. Many people came to see what had happened to
Lazarus. They began to have faith in Jesus.
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